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Old Mallory enters

New owners unveil
Hotel del.uxe, euokmg
Hollywood in the 405

By RANDALL BARTON
The Tribune

‘The venerable Mallory IHo-
tel has gone Hollywood. In
the way that Marion Morri-
son beeame John Wayne and
Lueille LeSueur fashioned
hersell into Joan Crawlord,
the Mallory is now the Hotel
deluxe.

The hotel was purchased in
August 2004 by the Aspen Holel
Group, which previously had
transformed the lmperial Hotel
on Broadway into the Hotel Lu-
eia. The company also owns md
operates the Hotel Max i Seal-
tle, and an affiliate owns but
does nol manage Portland’s
Benson and Westin hotels.

Built during 1912 and 1913, the
Mallory was last remodeled in
the lale 19408 in o Regeney
replete with er shande
thal former owner Albert Gen-
tner personally  sclected  in
Crechoslovikin,

“Aspen Presidenty Gorden
Sondlund gave me a call and
asked me what | ihought of 2
Hollywood in Lhe 405 approach
to the hotel” says designer
Dravid Hill *Being that it Geold-
en-age Hollywood) has a nostal
gie, glamorous appeal 1o the
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Northwest community, it sound-
ed Tike 1t could be a perfect Gk

"There isn't another product
like it in Lown, a modern redro
hotel,” says Sondlund, a lifelong
cinephile. “It was Lthe building
Lhat spoke to me — Hollywood
in the 0s and 508"

An update under the ceiling
“The hanes of the structure of
the property were and remain
says Howard Jacobs,
chief operaling of- -
ficer for Aspen Ho-

el's luxurious en-

vironment begins in the lobby,
where o mirrored  wall sur-
rounds a framed sereen that
projects motion picture stills.
Crystal ehandeliers illuminate a
paletle of eream, caramel and
livender in club and Louis XVI
chairs, Arl Moderne Lables, sha-
green lamps and a rug designed
by il hased on those shown at

Each floor of guest rooms at the Hotel deluxe takes its theme from a

different Hollywoad legend.

the 1925 Paris Exposition Des
Arts Décoratifs.

The resull is more a posh,
well-appointed living room than
a sel where Ired Aslaire and
(nngm Rogers might i’.u_(_ the
music and dance.

“I didn't. want. it to look like a
sel design, beciuse we wanted it
to feel charming,” Hill says. “I10
needed o stay a very charming
hotel for the Portland communi-
ty, without geltmg Loo exuber-
anl, as  those
movies can be.”

11

tel Group. “Much Yllllﬂglll‘ Kach floor of
ol it had every rea- guest guarters
son Lo remain - tl?velersm above the lobby
thv,l gold-lealed gull'lgto [;:;ys r;umatgc tothe
ceilings, the - B ilm directors and
culunins and the ﬂﬂIISIdEI'Itﬂ stavs  of  Holly-
arystl, | chunde - journey inko the oot golden st
came off the ceil- Dﬁst, but with Hitcheock. Floor 5
ing it became sort silutes the Immi-
of diamond in the - SOme very grants — Olto Pre-
rmig}l:.“ S0 to modern nli:;gvt\arl_'ilifritz‘#urg
speak. and William Wyler
Named for Lhe touches.” -~ with [ramed
Hollywood  color — Gordon Sondlund, stills  from  their
s lab Defuxe, the ho- Aspen Hotel Group molion pictures lin-

ing ihe hallway.

Pholographs throughout the
hotel were procured by Tessa
Papas of the Chetwynd Stapyl-
ton Gallery. When gucsts siep
out of the elevator — lined in
handmade mother of pearl (39
layers of black lacquer) — a
sensor is tripped illuminating a
printed legend  that reveals
which flmmakers are being
honored. This, and all signage in
Lhe hotel, is by Portland artist
Dardinelle Troen.

Guest room color palettes are
designed to be bright, regard-
less of the weather, and textural
finishes have a tactile appeal,
right down to Lhe scersucker
bathrobes.

Rooms are iPod-friendly

In addition to 24-hour high-
gpeed wireless Internet access
and high-definition-compalible
flat-sereen 'TVs, rooms  are
equipped with MP3 docking sta-
tions and preprogrammed iPod
menus that allow guests fo
download their musical genre of
choiee.

Pillow shape and firmness can

The nrnam-culured caramel-trimmed walls and phntngraph,v fnalursd on the guest ﬂenr:; are one example 6f
where the decor ofﬂla new deLuxe wipes away all memory of the Mallory of old.

modern phas

)

e

Designer David |
Hill's streamlined
loak for the lobby

of the Hotel
deluxe — the
former Mallory

Hotel — draws

its inspiration
from art deco
Tnsdtnwn inits
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e selected from a pillow menu.
Before nodding off, guests can
seek spiritual sustenance from
another menu that offers two
versions of the Bible, the Book
of Mormon, the Bhagavad-(iita,
the Koran and other books of
faith.

“Younger travelers are going
Lo consider it a journey into the
past, but with the technology of
today and some very modern
touches,” Sondlund says. “Older
guesls will say, “This is he way
it used Lo be when people spent
a lot of money to really do a
room right.’ I’s definitely not a
beige box."

The dining room and Drift-
wood Room lounge are operaled
by Greg Schillinger, owner of
Paddy's Bar and Grill at 65 S.W.
Yamhill St. Schillinger is part-
nered with Dylyn Coolidge, for-
merly the executive chefl al
Lucy's Table on Northwest 21st
Avenue.

The restaurant
called Gra 1er comedian
Gracie Allen — serves break-
Tast, Tuneh andd dinner ina hand-
some room that brings o mind a
elassic Brown Derby restaurant.

‘I wanted il remantic,” Hill
says. “You have these sealing
clusters, wilh the bangqueties
that is almost lilke you're having
dinner al your sofa”

Before moving o San Fran-
cisco in 2000, Hill Jived in Porl-
land for 20 years and designed
many residential interiors in the
West Hills. In California he was
employed hy the commeretal in-
teriors firm of Babey, Moullon,
Jue and Boolh before resigning
to take on this project.

1 had the fortunate opportu-
nily Lo live here for cight
months before the renovation.”
Tl says, “and 1 walched care-
Tully how the spaces were used,
the restaurant, the har and the
lehby.”

One message he got lowd and
clear from Mallory habitues was
thal they liked the Driftwood
Room predty much as il was,

“Ithad a beantitul framework,
that heautiful kidney shape Lo i,
the cedar-lined walls, the lou-
vered eviling.” 1 acknowl-
edges. "Bul il was very, very
dark, always, and il was a litlle
biton the tived side. We wanled
he room 4o feel fresh.”

Freshening included eleaning
years of accumulated cigarelle
smoke residue from -the red-
wood ceiling and walls (the ho-
tel is now smoke-frec) and
adding  embossed  leather
bumpers (o the new granile-
lopped bar, driftwood sconees
and a transhueent lavender pan-
ol glowing behind the bar.

As every greal movie star
knows. 1l aboul the lighling.
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